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HHAARRIISSHH GGUUPPTTAA
NEW DELHI, SEPT 2

Farmers across the globe
including India have been
warned over the exis-
tence of “mystery seeds”
which can threaten
national security and
country's agriculture pro-
duction.

Shipments of thousands
of such suspicious seeds
have been reported across
the world which may con-
tain seeds of an “alien
invasive species”.

An official memoran-
dum was issued by the
ministry of agricul-
ture & farmers wel-
fare, and a copy
of which has
been exclusive-
ly accessed by
Lokmat Times
early last
month.

The memorandum
stated that such consign-
ments of mysterious
seeds can cause “serious
threats to the environ-
ment, agriculture and
ecosystem.”

The memorandum goes
on to say that “brushing
scam and agriculture
smuggling” of this nature
can cause serious threat

to “national security
also.”

The government has
warned the states
and Union
Territories to be
on their guard
against ship-
ments and
parcels of such

seeds which are
“alien invasive

species” and an attempt to
introduce pathogens or
disease. The memoran-
dum has been signed by
deputy commissioner
(quality control) in the
ministry of agriculture Dr
Dilip Kumar Srivastava.

When Lokmat Times
contacted Dr Srivastava,
he confirmed that the min-

istry has indeed issued
such a warning to the
states, state agriculture
universities, seed associa-
tions, state seed certifica-
tion agencies, ICAR and
seed corporations. The
Centre has cautioned them
against the existence of
mysterious seeds which
can be a threat to bio-
diversity.

He said many countries
like the US, UK, Canada,
New Zealand, Japan and
some European nations
have reported thousands
of shipments/parcels of
such seeds raising global
alarm bells.

Dr Srivastava said the
S w i t z e r l a n d - b a s e d
International Seed
Federation has cited sever-
al such cases and India
being part of the global
treaty, high alert has been
issued with a purpose that
such parcles and ship-
ments are verified at all
entry points.

The US Department of
Agriculture (USDA) has
termed the thousands of
mysterious shipments as
“agriculture smuggling.”

The official memoran-
dum issued by the min-
istry of agriculture No 12-
13/2018-SD.IV (Pt.1)

Alarm bells over dispatch
of ‘mystery seeds’ to India

●●●●Centre’s red alert
over shipments of
suspicious seeds
●●●●Serious threats to
environment, agri,
ecosystem: Govt

NNeeww DDeellhhii,, SSeepptt 22::
Disallowing staff and stu-
dents from containment
zones, making mask and a
health self-declaration
mandatory, and entry only
for asymptomatic people
are among the key meas-
ures in the Union Health
Ministry's latest guide-
lines on conducting exams
safely during the Covid-19
pandemic.

According to the
Standard Operating
Procedures issued
Wednesday, the invigilator
for for pen and paper-
based tests will sanitise
his/her hands before dis-
tributing question papers
and answer sheets and the
examinees will also do the
same before receiving or
handing back these mate-
rials.

"Use of spit/saliva for
counting and distributing

sheets shall not be
allowed," the SOPs stated.

The collection and pack-
ing of the answer sheets
will involve sanitisation of
the hands at every stage.
The answer sheets will
preferably be opened up
after 72 hours have elapsed
post collection, the docu-
ment recommend.

Staff at high risk such as
older employees, pregnant
women and those with
underlying diseases shall

not be deployed for invigi-
lation or conduct of exam-
ination, it said.

They should preferably
be deployed in tasks not
requiring direct contact
with the students, it stat-
ed.

For online or computer-
based exams, the systems
shall be disinfected using
alcohol wipes before and
after the test and record of
all exam functionaries and
examinees should be main-

tained for future reference
and traceability, it said.

The students from coron-
avirus containment zones
shall be given an opportu-
nity to take the physical
exam through other means
or educational institutions
shall arrange their papers
at a later date, it said.

Also, only asymptomatic
staff and students shall be
allowed inside the exami-
nation hall, the SOPs stat-
ed, adding wearing face
cover/mask is mandatory.

Authorities concerned
should plan out the exami-
nation schedule in a stag-
gered manner so as to
avoid overcrowding at any
examination center on any
day, it stated.

Only those examination
centers which are outside
the containment zone shall
be allowed to function, it
said. PTI

Boats anchored along a flooded bank of River Ganga following heavy rainfall in Varanasi
on Wednesday. PTI

The World Health
Organisation (WHO)
is issuing several

guidelines in the wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic
which has affected the
whole world these days to
keep off the infections
away.

However, the Jain seers
with their clear vision had
issued similar advisory
messages 2400 years ago
mainly to their Jain monks
and nuns to guard against
diseases.

The advisory messages of
the Jain seers were similar
to the WHO guidelines like:
‘Don't touch the infected
person with bare hands, if
you need to touch at all,
please wash your hands
rigorously... Isolate an
infected person and main-
tain distance from each
other to reduce chances of
infection.'

Jain muni Ajitchandra
Sagar ji informed
newspersons that upon his
study of Ogh Niryukti
Sutra - one of the Aagams
in Jainism- he came across
stanzas 14 to 19 in which
the author Swami
Bhadrabahu Swami had
advised new sadhus and
sadhvis against health haz-
ards in that era.

While ancient scriptures
have no concept of an epi-
demic, texts related to
ayurveda do mention
Janpadodhwans - referring
to diseases that could
destroy the entire ‘Janpad’
of ancient India.

The scripture also men-
tions that those infected
should be kept in a sepa-
rate room and if that's not
possible, the person should
be kept in a corner of the
room by using a cloth cur-
tain as a partition.

SSHHIILLEESSHH SSHHAARRMMAA
NEW DELHI, SEPT 2

The Congress has been
criticising the govern-
ment on the deteriorating
economy of the country
for quite some time now,
and the party intensified
its attack on Wednesday
when Rahul Gandhi hit at
the government on six
points.

He said in a tweet,
“Historical decline of
23.9% in GDP, loss of 12
crore jobs, highest unem-
ployment in 45 years, non-
payment of GST to the
state governments by the
Centre, maximum

increase of corona cases
in the country every day
compared to anywhere in
the world, incursions of
external forces in our bor-
ders, all this is happening
in the country due to the
situation created by
Modi.”

Rahul alleged that the
Modi government was
pushing the country
towards danger. “He
(Prime Minister
Narendra Modi) remains
oblivious to the reality
due to his arrogance and
therefore, he has no con-
cern over these prob-
lems.”

P Chidambaram said in
a tweet that the PM Cares
Fund received `3,076
crore in a duration of five
days but why names of
these ‘compassionate’
donors should not be
made public. “Why Prime
Minister Modi was scared
to reveal the names of
donors.”

The Congress continued
its attack on the Modi gov-
ernment under a thought-
ful strategy. Party leader
Randeep Singh Surjewala
said the common man
does not understand what
would be the impact of
low GDP, but “they cer-
tainly are aware that it is
injustice to snatch morsel
from workers. It is a sin
that people had to walk
barefoot while empty
buses remained parked.”

“It was a dictatorial
action to get the Twitter
accounts of doctors
demanding security
equipment deleted,” he
said and added that

demonetisation, wrongly-
implemented GST and the
lockdown disaster were
the strokes that the gov-
ernment has been
describing as a master-
stroke.

The opposition parties,
meanwhile, have adopted
an aggressive posture over
the government’s decision
of not holding the Question
Hour in the Monsoon
Session of the Parliament
beginning September 14.
Several leaders including
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
Shashi Tharoor and Derek
O’Brien expressed their
opposition.

According to sources, on
Congress initiative the
opposition was considering
to boycott the session if the
Question Hour was not
held. Tharoor said, “The
government wants to sup-
press the voices of protests,
and the purpose of the ses-
sion is just to get the Bills
passed.”

Cong launches all-out
attack on Modi govt
ahead of Parlt session

LLuucckknnooww,, SSeepptt 22:: The
coronavirus death toll
rose to 3,616 with 74 fresh
fatalities in Uttar
Pradesh, which reported
5,716 cases on Wednesday,
pushing the state's infec-
tion numbers to 2,41,439,
according to a health bul-
letin.

Of the 74 deaths report-
ed across the state, the
maximum 11 took place
in state capital Lucknow
followed by 10 in Kanpur;
five in Gorakhpur; four
in Allahabad; and three
each in Shahjahanpur,
Pilibhit and Unnao.

As far as the fresh cases
are concerned, Lucknow
reported 720 infections,
followed by 387 in Kanpur
and 354 in Allahabad.
Gorakhpur recorded 259
fresh cases while 242
infections surfaced in
Varanasi.

74 deaths, 5,716 fresh
corona cases in UP;
total count 2,41,439

LLuucckknnooww//MMaatthhuurraa//AAlliiggaarr
hh,, SSeepptt 22:: The Uttar
Pradesh government was
indulging in 'Baal Hatth' or
childlike-stubbornness
instead of observing 'Raj
Dharma' and could frame
him in
a n o t h e r
case, Dr
Kafeel Khan
said after
b e i n g
r e l e a s e d
f r o m
Mathura jail
late on Tuesday night.

He was in jail since
January after he delivered
an allegedly provocative
speech at the Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU)
during the anti-Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA)
protests in December last
year.

Earlier on Tuesday, the
Allahabad High Court
quashed his detention
under the stringent
National Security Act
(NSA) and ordered the
Uttar Pradesh government
to release him "forthwith",
saying his speech at the
AMU didn't promote
hatred or violence and
called for national integri-
ty. Samajwadi Party (SP)
chief Akhilesh Yadav and
the AMU Resident Doctors'
Association on Wednesday
welcomed Khan's release
and termed it a "victory of
justice". Speaking to PTI
after his release, Khan
said, "I will always remain
thankful to all my well-
wishers who raised their
voice for my release.PTI

Released from jail,
Kafeel Khan fears
UP govt may frame
him in another case

Jain seers’ advisory against
diseases 2400 years old

Containment zone staff, students
disallowed: Govt SOPs on exams

MASK, HEALTH DECLARATION MANDATORY
����According to the Standard Operating
Procedures issued on Wednesday, the
invigilator for pen and paper-based tests
will sanitise his/her hands before distribut-
ing question papers and answer sheets and
the examinees will also do the same before
receiving or handing back these materials.

����The opposition parties, meanwhile, have
adopted an aggressive posture over the
government’s decision of not holding the
Question Hour in the Monsoon Session of
the Parliament beginning September 14.
Several leaders including Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, Shashi Tharoor and Derek
O’Brien expressed their opposition.

NNeeww DDeellhhii,, SSeepptt 22:: India
has joined the group of top
50 countries in the global
innovation index for the
first time, moving up four
places to the 48th rank and
keeping the top position
among the nations in cen-
tral and southern Asia.

According to the Global
Innovation Index (GII) list,
2020 released jointly by the
World Intellectual
Property Organization
(WIPO), Cornell
University and INSEAD
Business School on
Wednesday, the rankings
show stability at the top
but a gradual "eastward
shift in the locus of inno-
vation" as Asian
economies like China,
India, the Philippines and
Vietnam have advanced
considerably in the innova-
tion ranking over the
years.

Switzerland, Sweden, the
US, the UK and the
Netherlands lead the inno-
vation ranking, and the top
10 positions are dominated
by high-income countries,
WIPO said in a statement.

India ranks
48th in global
innovation index



���� ����� ������� ������������

���� ����� � ���� ��� ���������� ����������� ������� ������� ��������
� ��������� ��������������� ����� ������������ ��������� ��� ����� ����������
� ��������������� ��� �� ���� ����� � ��������� ������� ������������
������ ����� ������� ��������� ��� ����� ��������������� ������� ������

��� ����� ��������� ��� ���������� ���� ���������� ����� ��������� ��������
� �������� �������������� ������ ��� ������������ �������� ����� ���������
��� ��������� ��������� ��� ������� ��������� �������� ���������� ���
���������� ������ �� ��� ����� ��������� �� �������� ����� �������
��� ���������� ������� ���� ��� ����������� ���� ��� ������ � �������
����� �� ���������� �������������

�� ������� �������������� � ������ � ������ �� ������ ������
������ ��������� ������� ����������� ���������� �� ��� ������ � ������

������ ������������ ���������� ���������
������� � ������������������ ��������
� ������ �������� ������� �����
��� ����� ������ � ������� ��������
���� ��� � ��������������� ���������� ����
�� ��� �������

��� ���������� ������� ������� ������
���� ����� ���������� ����� � ��������
������ ����� ����� ��� ����� ������������
������ �� ���������� ���� �������� �������
����� ����������������� �������� �����
������������� ��� ����� ��������������� �������
������ �� �������� �������� ���������
����������� �������� ������ ����������
������ � ������� ������������

�������� �����������������
��������������� �����������

��� ����� ��������������� �������

�� ��� � � �� � � � � � � � �� � �

���������� ���� ����� � ��������� ������
����������� ����� ����������� �����������

���� ������������ ���� ���������

������� ���������� �� ���� ������ ���������������
������ �������

����������� ����� ���������� � � ������ ���� � ���� ������ ������� ��� ������ ���������� ������� ��������� ����� ��������� � ���������
�������� ������ ���� ���� � ���� �������� ������ ��� ��� ��������� ���� ������� ��� �� ��� � ����� ��� �� �� � ����� ���� ����� �����
����������� �� ��������� ������ � ������������ ���� ��� � ���� ��� � ������� ������� ��� ���������� ������������ �������������
����������� �� ������� ��� ���������� �� ����� �� ������� ��� ������������ �� ���� ��� ������� � � �� ����� ���������� � ������������
����� � � ���� �� � ���� �� ������������ ���������� �������������� ������ ���������� �� �������� � � � �����

������� ���� � ���� ��� ���� � ����� ������������� �� ��� ������ ��������� ���� �� ���� � ���� ������� ��� �� �� � ����� ���� �����
����� ���������� �� ��������� ������ ������������ ���� ��� � ���� ��� ������� ������� � ����� � �� ������ ��� ��� ��� ����
� � ������ ���� �� ���� ��� �������� ����� ���� � ���������� ��������� ���� ��� �������������� ����������� ���������� ���� ���� ��
���� ��� ������ ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� �� � ��� ������ � �������� � � � ����� ���� ��� � � ���� � ���� ��������� � ������ � ��������� ����
��� ��� ������ ���� ��������� ������ � �������� ���� ���������� � �� ����� �� ������������ ��� � ��������� � �� ����� � � ������ ����� ���
� �������� ������ ����� ����� ���������� ���������� � �� ���� ���� � ������ ����� ��������
��� ������������� ��������� ���� ��� ����� ��������������� ���� ��� ���� ����� ������� ������� �� ������ ���� �

��� ���
����������������

����������� ������ ����������

�������


