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SSrriinnaaggaarr,, SSeepptt 11: Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, avowedly a
pro-Pakistan supporter
who spearheaded the sepa-
ratist movement in Jammu
and Kashmir for over three
decades, died at his resi-
dence here on Wednesday
night, officials said.

Geelani, 91, is survived by
two sons and six daughters.
He remarried after his first
wife passed away in 1968.

The separatist leader had
been suffering from a kid-
ney disease for over two
decades, besides having
other age-related issues,
including dementia.

Mobile internet was being
shut down in Kashmir
Valley as a precautionary
measure to prevent confu-
sion due to spread of
rumours. According to one

of his family
m e m b e r s ,
G e e l a n i
breathed his
last at 10.30
pm. A three-
time MLA in
the erst-
while state

from Sopore, Geelani had
virtually become the face of
agitation in the 2008
Amarnath land row, 2010
agitation sparked by killing
of a youth in Srinagar.

He was the founder mem-
ber of Hurriyat Conference
but broke away and formed
his own Tehreek-e-Hurriyat
in early 2000. He finally bid
farewell to his own
Hurriyat Conference in
June 2020.

Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan expressed con-

dolences over Geelani's
death on his official Twitter
handle.

Former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti tweeted
saying that she was sad-
dened by the news of his
death. "We may not have
agreed on most things but I
respect him for his stead-
fastness and standing by
his belief..." People's
Conference (PC) chairman
Sajad Lone said, "Heartfelt
condolences to the family of
Syed Ali Shah Geelani
Sahib. Was an esteemed col-
league of my late father.
May Allah grant him
Jannat." Geelani would be
buried at the place of his
choice in the neighbour-
hood of Hyderpora in the
outskirts of the city.PTI

Separatist leader Geelani no more

NNeeww DDeellhhii,, SSeepptt 11: All the
three recognised unions
of the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Delhi, on
Wednesday announced
that they will go on an
indefinite strike from
October 25.

Presidents of all three
Unions - ANU's Harish
Kajla, KU's Satyaprakash
Kalia, and OA's Ajit Singh -
submitted a joint memoran-
dum to the AIIMS Director
informing about the indefi-
nite strike to be commenced
from October 25.IANS

AIIMS (Delhi)
staff strike from
October 25

NNeeww DDeellhhii,, SSeepptt 11: A study by the Energy Policy Institute at
the University of Chicago (EPIC) has found that 480 million
people in northern India face the "most extreme levels of air
pollution in the world."

This air pollution has spread over decades beyond the
region to western and central Indian states such as
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, where the average per-
son is now losing between two-and-a-half to three years of
life expectancy as compared to early 2000, the study said.

Indian cities routinely dominate global pollution rankings
and bad air kills more than a million people every year, the
BBC reported. The report by EPIC said that north India
breathes "pollution levels that are 10 times worse than those
found anywhere else in the world".PTI

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh: The Haryana government on Wednesday trans-
ferred 19 IAS officers, including Karnal SDM Ayush Sinha,
who was recently caught on tape allegedly telling policemen
dealing with a farmers' protest to "break their heads".PTI

HHAARRIISSHH GGUUPPTTAA
NEW DELHI, SEPT 1

India administered 65.40
crore doses of Covid-19 vac-
cines until August 31 mid-
night, a record of sorts in
less than eight months. But
India’s entire burden of
Covid immunisation pro-
gramme has fallen upon
Covishield as it clocked
more than 57 crore doses
out of 65.40 crore.

The official data showed
that despite tall claims
made by the Bharat Biotech
that it will supply Covaxin
from two crore a month to
five crore by May-June,
remained a pipedream only.

The Covaxin’s doses
administered so far were
7.85 crore only.

Shockingly, the Russian
Sputnik V vaccine which
was introduced with great
fanfare two months ago,
failed to attract people to
take the shots. Of the 7.49
lakh doses utilised so far,
majority of them have been
administered in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.

Maharashtra accounted
for less than a lakh doses.
Sputnik V has been inocu-
lated by private hospitals
and institutes only.

The lukewarm response
of the people towards the
Russian vaccine is for a
variety of issues; logistics
as well as price. Dr
Reddy’s Laboratories is
the official canalisation
agency for the Sputnik V
in India after the pro-
gramme was launched on

May 22. Government
sources concede that had
the Serum Institute of
India (SII), Pune not taken
the lead in the midst of the
pandemic last year and
invested heavily in bring-
ing the Covishield by
teaming with Oxford
University and
AstraZeneca, India’s vac-
cination programme
would not have succeeded
the way it has now.

The SII is set to supply 20
crore doses to the Central
government and is also
working on a new vaccine
COVACOX. The SII has
supplied 60 crore doses
during the past eight
months to the government
which is a record.

Out of total 65 cr vax doses,
Covishield’s share is 57 crore
NO TAKERS FOR SPUTNIK V; COVAXIN IN SHORT SUPPLY

KKoollkkaattaa,, SSeepptt 11: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Wednesday con-
ducted raids at 10 locations
across Kolkata in connec-
tion with the fake vaccine
case.

Though the ED officials
didn't divulge the details of
the raids, they were con-
ducted following the arrest
of Debanjan Deb, who
impersonated as an IAS
officer and conducted fake
vaccination camps.

According to sources in
the ED office, the officials
raided the houses of Deb
and some of his aides, who
have also been arrested by
the Kolkata Police in con-
nection with the fake vacci-
nation racket.

According to official
sources, the objective of the
raids was to understand the
nature of the transactions
carried out while conduct-
ing the fake vaccination
camps. The case has also
taken into account the
money laundering angle,
which is being investigated.

On June 23, Deb was
arrested by the city police
for allegedly posing as an
IAS officer and organised a
Covid-19 vaccination
camp.IANS

Fake vaccine: ED
raids 10 locations
across Kolkata

State Covishield Covaxin Sputnik Total
Delhi 10328659 3133631 56451 1,35,18,741
Maha 51370693 7574076 132463 5,90,77,232
UP 64441384 8697773 25046 7,31,64,203
Goa 1557725 28882 -- 15,86,607
Gujarat 41425037 4950476 17235 4,63,92,748
AAllll IInnddiiaa 557700773388884422 7788554455556655 774499667777 6655,,3344,,8811,,997788

North Indians face most extreme
air pollution in world: EPIC study

Karnal SDM shifted for remark


